November __, 2009
Mr. Jonathan Beck
Bureau of Land Management
3948 Development Ave
Boise, ID 83705
Subject:  Four Rivers RMP Alternatives

Dear Mr. Beck:

I am writing to provide my views on the alternatives you are considering for the Four Rivers RMP.  I am particularly interested in the future of the BLM lands in the North Ada County foothills, north of Eagle.
I feel strongly that the BLM land in this area should:

· Be part of a broad, Treasure Valley Foothills-Wide Special Recreation Management Area—This would be in the spirit of the regional open space and trails concept for the foothills articulated in the recent Ada County Open Space Taskforce report, of which you are aware;
· Not be disposed of or traded out of the immediate North Foothills environment—I am one of many in the Treasure Valley who believes that natural open space, for wildlife viewing, hiking, horseback riding, etc., must be protected close to where people live, not traded for far flung locations that require long drives, or to which most people have little access.  The BLM land in the foothills is THE MOST CRITICAL resource in this regard considering that most of the foothills environment is privately owned and under pressure for urban development;

· Be consolidated as much as possible into fewer, larger tracts, to both maximize your agency’s management efficiency AND to enhance natural resource and recreation values.
· Should be managed for recreation that is compatible with protection and enhancement of vegetation communities and wildlife habitat.  The primary value of these lands is the opportunity to view,  appreciate and learn about plants and animals “close to home”.  Thus, access should be non-motorized and managed to prevent degradation of the resources that make this land special.
For the above reasons, I believe that some combination of your Alternatives B and D should be pursued as the preferred plan.  I am concerned to note that some BLM tracts would be candidate for disposal in Alternative B.  However, if that means consolidating these tracts with other parcels in the foothills, that would be good; but the values these lands represent must stay in the foothills.
I will continue to monitor your progress toward a draft RMP and the associated environmental report.  Thank you for your efforts on this plan, and thank you for considering my comments in making your decision on a preferred plan.
Sincerely,

...
