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V1A FACSIMILE TO (208) 939-9727 AND FIRST CLASS MAIL

Re:  Request for Comprehensive Ground Water Resource Evaluation
and Consideration of New Water Rights Moratorium

Dear Mr. Head:

I am writing in response to your two letters to me dated January 2. 2006, and February
21, 2006, requesting a comprehensive ground water resource evalnation and meratorium on
authorizing new appropriations of ground water in northern Ada County (area bounded on the
south by Beacon Light Road, on the north by the Ada/Gem county line, on the west by State
Highway 16, and on the east by State Highway 55). I apologize for my delay in responding to
you and for not being available to meet with you as you requested in your February 21 letter

I agree with vou that when an area such as northern Ada County is subject to significant
development and land use change, it is important to understand the availability of water for new
uses and how those new uses may affect established uses under prior rights befire authorizing
the new uses. That is why I initiated collaborative hydrogeologic studies ¢ <tending from 1996
through 2004 comprising what was called the “Treasure Valley Hydrologic Pro ect” and why |
have initiated a similar effort currently underway in north Idaho in cooperation with the State of
Washington and the U. S. Geological Survey called the “Spokane Vallev — Hathdrum Prairie
Aquifer Study.” This is also why Idaho Code § 42-203 A requires that au 2pplicant for a new
appropriation of surface water or ground water, whether such application is protested or not,
show that based on technical evidence the new appropriation will not reduce the quantity of
water under existing water rights and that the water supply available is sufficient for the purpose
for which it is sought to be appropriated.

While accurately determining the extent of available water for now uses will reduce
future conflicts, such conflicts cannot be entirely avoided. As you know. the State of Idaho has
adopted and implemented the prior appropriation doctrine as the basis for i1s laws regarding the
appropriation and use of both surface and ground water. The prior appropriation doctrine is






