
September 6, 2007

Eagle Mayor and City Council
660 E. Civic Lane
Eagle, Idaho 83616

Re: Eagle North Foothills Plan and parallel plan/development applications from M3
and Suncor: State of the Plan

Dear Mayor Merrill and Councilmen Bandy, Bastion, Guerber, & Nordstrom:

This letter is a companion piece to our “State of the Planning Process” letter sent to your
under separate cover.  In it we attempt to concisely summarize why the we strongly
request and recommend that the Council reject the most current version of the Foothills
Plan, as posted under “Foothills Plan—P&Z Recommendations.”

This version of the plan (Post-P&Z) voids all promising, community-involvement-based
concepts and directions contained in the City’s “Pre-P&Z” draft (i.e. the May, 2007 draft).
It does this by one main action:  Severing off the M3-Eagle land area from the overall
foothills planning area and inserting the M3-Eagle proposal as a new M3-Eagle Planning
Area.  By this action, basic precedents for development intensity and patterns are set for
all foothills development.  The concepts for open space, minimizing impact and
moderating level of development in the foothills, embodied in the Pre-P&Z draft, are
therefore superseded and made meaningless.  Further, the P&Z Commission’s stated
concerns about development density, intensity and patterns overall are made
moot…development in the foothills can follow the mould set by M3-Eagle…what is given
to M3 must be given equally to all other foothills landowners/developers.

Our assessment of the “State of the Plan” is presented in the attached table, in the form of
a comparison between the Pre- and Post-P&Z drafts.  We trust that staff will be able to print
this table in a manner readable by Council.  We will let this table stand on its merits…it
shows what we see as the transition from a predominantly “green light, with cautions”
draft plan, to a “P&Z Recommendations” version in which “red alarm lights are going off
everywhere.”

Please understand:

1. We attribute very little, if any, responsibility for the internal conflicts and serious
problems in the “Post-P&Z” plan to the dedicated and hard-working members of the
P&Z Commission.  From our point of view, having been present throughout the process,
these Commissioners were placed in an impossible position, presented with mutually-
exclusive demands, and provided with virtually no insight, explanations, or guidance

North Ada County Foothills Association
One voice. One goal. One plan.



Mayor and Council
Request for Hearing Schedule
9/4/07
Page 2

from City legal staff.  To this date, we still see no reasoned analysis of the conflicting
recommendations contained in “Post-P&Z” draft.

2. Yes, we had comments and concerns about the “Pre-P&Z” draft, but we are on record
as supporting it’s main directions and asking that it be given the additional time and
foundational analysis it needed.  We understand that our response to that May, 2007
draft may have been too focused on the shortcomings of the work, as opposed to its
merits.  We can only offer, in response to this valid criticism, that we believed the plan
needed more definition (more “teeth”) and more documentation to solidify is main
directions.  Our focus on this was in direct response to clear evidence (now more
convincing than ever) that at least one major developer had no intention of working
within the limits or following the concepts contained in the plan and/or would use any
recourse to achieve the development magnitudes and patterns that they wanted.

We thank you in advance for your attention to what we present herein.  At the bottom
line, we ask the Council to… please…

Return us to the collaborative process and pick up the threads of the City’s
promising “Pre-P&Z” draft…we were well on our way…

Thank you for your attention and consideration.

Sincerely,

John Petrovsky, Chairman
NACFA

Cc: Eagle Planning and Zoning Commission
Eagle City Staff: Nichoel Baird Spencer

Eagle City Attorney
Ada County Board of Commissioners
Ada County Planning and Zoning Commission
Ada County Development Services Staff: Jay Gibbons
Ada County Highway District Commissioners
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